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Madame Speaker, I have criticized many of the provisions of this bill and rightfully so. But in
fairness, I do believe the sections relating to the creation of a market for biosimilar products is
one area of the bill that strikes the appropriate balance in providing lower cost options to
consumers without destroying a healthy and functioning industry in this country. These
provisions were one of the few areas in the bill adopted on an overwhelming bi-partisan vote for
the Eshoo-Inslee- Barton (EIB) amendment in the Energy and Commerce Committee.

Creating a pathway for new products that doesn’t destroy the ability or the incentives for
innovator companies to develop breakthrough technologies and at the same time providing a safe
and effective way to bring competition to benefit patients is a laudable achievement. I wish we
could remove this provision from this fatally flawed piece of legislation and consider it
separately because it would pass with the kind of overwhelming bi-partisan support that
Americans across the country wish to see.

However, these provisions are only the first step in a long path to the marketing of these new
products. New research and clinical testing will have to occur and the FDA will write rules that
will ensure this research is done safely and effectively. One of the reasons I have long supported
the US biotechnology industry is that it is a homegrown success story that has been an engine of
job creation in this country. Unfortunately, many of the largest companies that would seek to
enter the biosimilar market have made their money by outsourcing their research to foreign
countries like India. With this weeks devastating news that unemployment has reached 10.2% it
is critical that we preserve jobs in the United States. While the innovators have created jobs
here, these generic companies have shipped them overseas, so they can turn around and sell
cheap knockoffs of innovative American products.

As this new market launches in the US, we need to ensure that we foster innovative products in
this country for the creation of jobs and research that will go into proving whether these products
are interchangeable with the innovators products. I have my doubts that these companies can
create such interchangeable products, but I am certain that the research and testing of whether or
not they can should occur in this country and not somewhere across the globe. Testing and
research on these interchangeable biosimilars should be occur in this country to ensure that it is
done properly and safely and to benefit our economy.
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However, these provisions are only the first step in a long path to the marketing of these new
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As this new market launches in the United States, we need to ensure that we foster innovation
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